'Steve and Leah make mornings fun again

Birmingham vsdio e goi beiier
A lot beiter
| For those of vou whio commute acrmoss
; Birmingham each morming and sflernoon
getting 1o amd from work. vou know just how
important & gord radin show can be,

"ve spent all bt foor vears of my [ife here
m this town, and there s one thing | can say,
We have enjoyed some gres! radio over the

| years.

Some of you reading this will mmember

| Bisminghams oviginal sock and roll iise
fockey Duke Rumeore. That was way hefore
my time, but ['ve heard the mories

Drurimg the 507 sadiocin Bamngham
exploded with new stations such as WVOK

1 690, WEZB 1220 which i= now WAYE,

WEGN 610, WSEFM, WENN |1 320 amd oth:

crs.

In the 60% we lizrened 10 WYDE 850,

i WILD 1400, andd mo ome sl forgen

Bessemer s owen 1450 WYAM,

Then came the s when the PM dial ook
center stige, with many of the AM stations
developing FM =ister slations.  We also hwd
Birmingham s firar stereo FM cowntry stafion

| WK

And what greal personalitics we've
enjoyed, Paity and the Doc, Doug Layion,
| Burt and Kort (o name a few, There was
Dick Bren, who went on (o do televigsion,
Shelly Stewart, Rob and Shannon and our .
very own Don Lovett, Dan't tell me you
never listened 1o the “Trndin® Post of the
Air”

We somehow surnived the Mark and Brian
years af the former 95-Rock aned have, over
the past severnl vears epjoved the down
home bmor of Rick and Bubba,

Looking back, whit a decade the T was,

On "The Bip 610 WSGN" vou lwd Jon
*Rock & Rall” Antheny. Amavsa "Cookin™
Kincoid amd o w0 1o be famons Rick Dees
| going up againg Mo Miie FRC tha
| featured Doug | avton, Jim Chostian and my
. boyhood favorite Covole T Calhoun, What a

dlistingdve wies ol was

Dale Jomes

Editar/Publisher
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Many changes have been made in
Birmingham radio down throogh the years.
Stations have changed formmts, locations and
call letters many times. We've seen personal-
ities come and go,

Bur what WERC 960-AM did in 19%2
changed the face of Birminghun radio like
never befare, The station, now owned by
Clear Channel, knowing that they could no
Ionger compele by playing music because of
the growth of FM ., became the first station in
town fo go to a newsalk format, [ started
with Eli Gold and his aftemoon "Calling All
Sports” radio show. This show pionecred the
sports ik format that s now popualar all
aver the country, and helped lead the way for
shows like Paul Fincbaum and even the all
sports talk Formnt of WX,

Dwuring the 1983 blizzard, more people
tuneid in 1o WERC for weather information
and news then ever before a3 motorists were
stromaded all over the city.

The 9k were huge at WERC with TC and
Totm Ed (Tommy Charles and John Ed
Willoughby) in the momings, Paul Finebaum
in the altermoot, and Russ and Dee Fine in
the evening.

But lately, Birmimgham radio has beoome a
i <tale

Sporta talk has become repetitive 1o the
point of nausea, Rick and Bubba as lovesble
s (hey e, have Iost some of their “umph™

mnd Sieve Harvey, Tom Joyner. and lobn Roy

andd Billy are syndicated from ather states

Ah, but WERC has done it again, Likea
breath of fresh air they have brought in a
new, entertaining, and fun-loving doo in
“Steve and Leah in the Moming .~

Steve Shannon, formerly of the Steve and
DC Radio Show and whao = a hometown bay
has teamed up with Leah Brandon, s native
of Roanoke, Virginia, who has worked in
rncdio sinee age 16. Leah was pant of The
John Ziegler Show on KFT AM-640 in Lios
Angeles.

O the bt since last Monday, these (wo are
funny. friendly, & plethora of interesting
information and even casy on the eves.
(Well, okzy, ONE of "em is amyway bat this
i radio, g0 what does that matier, right” Hey
it"s my editorial, let me write what [ want o)

Who cares that they are not on an FM
Station? Many of the AMs sound just as
goond an the FMs these days.

[ don't know Steve Shannon or Leah
Bramlon. I've never met cither one. Nobody
put me op to writing this. ["m not geiting &
kickback, no free -shirt, nol even a daic with
Mrs. Virginia (....you have to listen to the
show), But when there is something, good
goimg on in and around our area, [ think you
need o know,

Hey, remembser that greal editorial | winte
a couple of years back about the WaiTle
House? | was never given 80 much as a piece
of smusage for that one, and | shil love the
Waffle House.

No, | just know good radio when | hear il
Remember my award winning show here on
WEMO) in Besserner a few years back? Yeah,
well, it was way ahead of it's time,

Anyway, let me encourage you o tum (n o
Birmingham's finest radio moming show, |
think you will get a kick out of our newesi
radic moming team, and | think they might
jarst take their place in our rich. Birmingham
radio history.

Enjoy the entertainment and you can thank
me kater.



