[image: image1.jpg]


The need for blood is constant
Every 2 seconds, someone in the U.S. needs a blood transfusion. Certain times of the year present unique challenges for the nation’s blood supply—most typically around the holidays. While the need for blood never goes away, blood donors sometimes do. Vacations, celebrations, seasonal traditions and holiday activities can fill schedules and leave little time for donating blood. When this happens, we can see a drop in blood donations. 

Up to 20 percent of blood donations through the American Red Cross are at high school and college blood drives. When schools are out, blood donations by 16- to 24-year-olds drop by as much as 57 percent. 

May 8 is World Red Cross Day, and the American Red Cross encourages eligible individuals to celebrate by donating blood this summer. 

Why donate blood? 

Blood is a perishable product that can only come from generous volunteer blood donors. In just one hour’s time, a person can donate one pint of blood that can save up to three lives. 
Just 38 percent of the population is eligible to give blood and only a fraction actually do. One out of every 10 people admitted to the hospital needs blood, and on an average day, approximately 38,000 pints of blood are needed for patients in the United States.  
Recent American Red Cross survey results revealed the number one reason people do not donate is because no one ever asked them. For those who generously give blood, they tell us they donate to help others and that it makes them feel good about themselves; supports their local communities and hospitals; supports their community culture; and “pays back” society for the times when they or their families have needed blood transfusions in the past.

Who needs blood?

Blood and platelets are used for the treatment of cancer patients, people with blood disorders, premature babies, transplant recipients, trauma victims and so much more. Patients not only depend on the support of their family and friends, but on the generosity of strangers just like you.

	Medical Need
	Red Blood Cells
	Platelets

	Accident Victim
	4-100 units
	

	Liver Transplant
	10 units
	2-6 units

	Cancer/Leukemia Treatment
	10-20 units for the treatment course
	10-50 units for the treatment course

	Heart Transplant
	4-6 units
	

	Sickle Cell Anemia
	10-15 units
	

	Open Heart Surgery
	2-6 units
	2-4 units 

	Bone Marrow Treatment
	10-20 units for the treatment course
	10-50 units for the treatment course


Whole Blood

· Shelf life: 42 days

· Estimated donation time: 1  hour

· How often you can donate: every 56 days, up to 6 times per year

Platelets

· Shelf life: 5 days

· Estimated donation time: 2 ½ hours

· How often you can donate: up to 24 times per year

Person 69 years and older account for 10 percent of the general population, however, they require 50 percent of all whole blood and red blood cells transfused. 

Who can give blood?

To be eligible to donate blood you must be at least 17 years old, 16 years old with a signed Red Cross parental/guardian consent form in Wisconsin, weigh at least 110 pounds and be in good general health.

Cancer patients need blood donations
According to the American Cancer Society, people with cancer might need blood transfusions because of the cancer itself. For example: 

· Some cancers (especially digestive system cancers) can cause internal bleeding, which can lead to anemia (too few red blood cells). 

· Cancers that start in the bone marrow (such as leukemias) or that spread there from other places may crowd out the normal blood-making cells, leading to low blood counts. 

· Cancer can also lower blood counts in other ways by affecting organs such as the kidneys and spleen, which are involved in keeping enough cells in the blood. 

Cancer treatments may also lead to the need for blood transfusions: 

· Surgery to treat cancer is often a major operation, and blood loss may require red blood cell or platelet transfusions. 

· Most chemotherapy drugs affect cells in the bone marrow. This commonly leads to low levels of white blood cells and platelets, which can sometimes put a person at risk for life-threatening infections or bleeding. 

· When radiation is used to treat a large area of the bones it can affect the bone marrow and lead to low blood cell counts. 

· Bone marrow transplant (BMT) or peripheral blood stem cell transplant (PBSCT) patients get large doses of chemotherapy and/or radiation therapy. This destroys the blood-making cells in the bone marrow. These patients commonly have very low blood cell counts after the procedure and may need transfusions.
Upcoming American Red Cross Blood Drives in Dane County: 
	4/27/11
	11 am - 3 pm 
	St Mary's Care Center
	3401 Maple Grove Dr
	Madison

	4/28/11
	7 am - Noon 
	Health Sciences Learning Center
	750 Highland Avenue
	Madison

	4/29/11
	10 am - 2 pm 
	Verona Public Library
	500 Silent St
	Verona

	4/29/11
	11:30 pm - 5:30 pm 
	First Presbyterian Church
	5763 Cty Rd Q
	Waunakee

	5/2/11
	11 am - 4 pm 
	Univ of WI Navy ROTC
	1610 University Ave
	Madison

	5/3/11
	11 am - 4 pm 
	Wisconsin Physicians Service Nordby Bldg
	1707 W Broadway
	Madison

	5/3/11
	8:15 am - 2:15 pm 
	American Family East Regional Building
	302 N Walbridge
	Madison

	5/3/11
	8:30 am - 2:30 pm 
	Marshall High School
	623 Madison St
	Marshall

	5/4/11
	10 am - 3 pm 
	Aprilaire
	130 S Ingersoll
	Madison

	5/4/11
	7 am - 1 pm 
	Wisconsin Physicians Service Nordby Bldg
	1707 W Broadway
	Madison

	5/5/11
	10:30 am - 3:30 pm 
	Globe University
	4901 Eastpark Blvd
	Madison

	5/5/11
	11 am - 5 pm 
	University of Wisconsin Gordon Commons
	717 W Johnson St
	Madison

	5/5/11
	Noon - 6 pm 
	Univ of WI Lakeshore
	1515 Tripp Cir
	Madison

	5/6/11
	10 am - 4 pm 
	Wisconsin Lutheran Chapel & Student Center
	220 W Gilman St
	Madison

	5/6/11
	8 am - Noon 
	Prairie Athletic Club
	1010 N Bird St
	Sun Prairie

	5/7/11
	7:30 am - 11:30 am 
	Memorial Baptist Church
	201 South Main St
	Verona

	5/10/11
	11:30 am - 4:30 pm 
	VFW Post 8483 and Auxiliaries
	5737 Cty Rd CV
	Madison

	5/12/11
	1 pm - 6 pm 
	St Francis Xavier Catholic Church
	2947 Thinnes St
	Cross Plains
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